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	Assessment

Consideration
	Reflections and Questions
	Considerations for My 

Assessments 

	Range of Student 

Abilities 
	Reduce the amount of reading involved.

Provide for oral assessment opportunities.

How will you assure that your assessments measure content knowledge and not reading ability (if reading isn’t what’s being assessed)?
	

	Content Area or the Type of Content 
	Consider the time needed for assessments that include higher-order thinking skills like evaluation of diagrams, synthesis of information, or application of skills.

Make sure the content of your assessment is actually taught during the lesson series.  Look back on the summative assessment throughout the teaching of your instructional series to assure that you have all the content in your instruction that is on the assessment. 
	

	District or Site-Specific 

Expectations
	Is specific district or school assessments created?  If so, how can they be adapted to meet the needs of your students?

Does your school have targeted areas for academic improvement to consider? 
	

	Time Allowance for Administering the

Assessment
	How will I modify the assessment process/design to consider students who finish early and students who struggle with completing assessments?

Group assessments generally take much more time than expected.  Be prepared to adjust if necessary.
	

	Assessment Format Choice

(Multiple Choice, Short Answer, Essay, Performance…)
	Don’t expect that your students will understand a specific testing format.  Teach the format and the required test-taking vocabulary (compare/contrast, evaluate, etc.) during your instruction and check student understanding of the format prior to giving a summative assessment.

Be cautious of the “one right answer” trap.  How will you provide for students who dispute the accuracy of your “right answer”?
	

	Students with 

Special Needs
	How will I provide assessment opportunities for students who are absent?

Consider IEP, SST, and 504 goals when developing assessments.

How will you manage questions that develop around the assessment during testing time?  Spending five minutes previewing the assessment prior to beginning will often prevent many questions that crop up during the test.
	

	Other Considerations
	Do you really want to grade essay tests over Thanksgiving?  If not, best to not assess the day before.

It’s a good idea to test all technology required for an assessment prior to giving the assessment.

Be prepared to adjust when unexpected situations arise.  Fire drills, health issues, unexpected guests, technology glitches – all of these may require quick adjusting.
	


There Is Much to Think About When Considering Assessments


(A Sample of Assessment Considerations)








