Forming Questions Around…
(A Sample of Examples)

	Assessment Type
	Assessment Description
	Where Are My Students?
	Where Do I Realistically Want Them to Be at the End for This Inquiry?
	How Will I Measure the Amount of Achievement?  And For How Long?

	
	
	Examples of answers to each of the questions.



	Student Academic Achievement:

Pre-Post
	Pre-post assessment data based upon a unit or block of instruction.
	“Overall my students are scoring ‘below proficient.’  A few are at ‘proficient or above,’ but most of them are ‘far below basic.’”
	“At the end of this inquiry, I’d like to see more students scoring at least ‘basic’ while increasing the number of students ‘at proficient or above.’”
	“I will measure the amount of academic achievement by comparing a pre-assessment at the beginning of the unit with a post-assessment at the end.”

	Student Academic Achievement:

Snapshot in Time
	“Snapshot in time” data that compare cumulative student achievement scores at the beginning with cumulative student achievement scores at the end (for example – 73% average at the beginning, 76% at the end).
	“Our district uses benchmark scores.  My students score ‘well below proficient’ in the content standards that were assessed.”
	“At the end of this inquiry, I’d like to see all my students scoring at least ‘below basic’: while increasing the number scoring ‘proficient.’”
	“I will measure the amount of academic achievement by comparing the first trimester benchmark scores with the second trimester benchmark scores.  If students improve their proficiency during that time span, I’ll know we’re on the right track.”

	Student Academic Achievement:

Selected Skill Measurement
	Using data that focus on improving a specific content-standard skill or set of skills.
	“‘My Students’ Online Assessment Reporting System (OARS) scores show that most struggle with reading comprehension.”
	“At the end of this inquiry, I’d like to see at least 90 percent of my students improve their OARS score in reading comprehension.”
	“I will use their current OARS score as an entry-level assessment score.  At the end of this unit, I will administer an OARS assessment and see how much their reading comprehension has grown.”

	Student Behavioral Achievement:

Improving Student Behavior
	Using data that has a targeted behavioral objective.

Often, since no quantitative data has been collected, the teacher needs to create a rubric to capture the data quantitatively.
	“My students are struggling with blurting out in class.  This causes me to lose significant amounts of instructional time.  In addition, I find myself yelling at students to stop talking.”
	“At the end of this inquiry, I’d like to see increased instructional time through decreased time spent in dealing with students blurting out.”
	“I will ask my support provider to do an informal observation and tally the number of times students blurt out.  Then, after I implement my research, I will have my support provider return for a second observation and compare the results.”
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