






























Writing measurable outcomes -  SIMPLIFIED!





 Is the outcome directly 


related to the question 


being asked?





For an outcome to be a reliable indicator of growth or improvement, it must connect to the question that the data were designed to measure.





Sample Question:


“How can I design progress monitoring assessments to improve my students’ reading fluencies?”





This Outcome Directly Relates:


“Ninety percent of students will improve the error, accuracy, and self-correction rates on their running records.”





This Outcome Does Not:


“Ninety percent of students will increase the number of books that they read.”











 Does the outcome compare to something similar?





For growth to be shown, the new outcome must be compared to a similar old outcome.





Pre-Post Comparison:


Content standards should be the same.


Testing format should be similar.


Testing vocabulary should be similar or taught prior to the summative assessment.





“Snapshot in Time” Comparisons:


Benchmark data can be used to show growth – not in content mastered but in the level of mastery from one point to another.  If a student scores “below proficient” in the trimester one benchmark but scores proficient or above in the trimester two benchmark, there is a favorable comparison of mastery from one point to another.





Specific Skill Improvement:


Measurable outcomes can be generated by focusing on one specific skill.  Determine the baseline skill level through data, teach the unit with specific strategies designed to improve the skill, and reassess.





Can you measure the outcome quantitatively?





Using Numbers: 


	When using quantitative data, it’s important to include all students in the improvement goal.


	“Students will improve their ability to balance simple chemical equations by at least twenty percent.”


	“All students will score at least a 13 out of 20 on the end-of-the-chapter test.”





Using a Rubric:


	“Students will score at least a 3 on the district writing rubric.”


	“All students will meet or exceed the basic performance standards for elementary music.”





Using District or School-Based Data:


	“Students will score at least 90 percent on their Running Records for the grade level material to which they are currently assigned.”


	“At least 85 percent of students will improve on their first trimester benchmark scores.”


	“100 percent of students will score basic or above on the district benchmark.”
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